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BACKGROUND	
	
The	Mesoamerican	 Strategy	 for	 Environmental	 Sustainability	 and	 its	 “2013-2016	 Action	
Plan	for	the	Mesoamerican	Strategy	for	Environmental	Sustainability”	(Action	Plan	MSES)	
were	elaborated	through	a	consensual	process	with	the	Ministries	of	Environment	in	the	
region,	 with	 support	 from	 the	 Central	 American	 Commission	 for	 Environment	 and	
Development	 (CCAD)	 and	 the	 Mesoamerica	 Integration	 and	 Development	 Project	
(Mesoamerica	Project).		
	
The	 starting	 point	 for	 the	 consultative	 process	 was	 interest	 in	 defining	 a	 broad	 regional	
cooperation	strategy,	as	stated	by	the	Ministers	in	Mexico	City	in	July	2007,	reaffirming	their	
commitment	 in	Bali,	 Indonesia,	 in	December	of	 that	 same	year.	 In	2008	experts	 from	the	
Mesoamerican	 countries1	 met	 to	 analyze	 and	 define	 priorities	 for	 environmental	
cooperation	in	the	region,	including	a	comprehensive	approach	with	cross-cutting	issues.	
The	purpose	of	the	process	was	to	concentrate	the	cooperation	efforts	being	made	by	the	
signing	countries	around	certain	priorities	and	commonly-defined	lines	of	action.	The	list	
of	 priority	 cooperation	 actions	was	 grouped	 into	 three	 strategic	 areas:	 biodiversity	 and	
forests,	climate	change	and	sustainable	competitiveness.	
	
The	result	was	the	MSES,	whose	purpose	was	to	serve	as	the	basis	for	broad,	structured	
and	 flexible	 cooperation	 promoting	 the	 sustainable	 development	 of	 the	Mesoamerican	
region.	 In	 June	 2008	 the	Ministers	 of	 Environment	 signed	 the	 Campeche	Declaration	 in	
which	 they	 agreed	 to	 adopt	 and	 implement	 the	MSES	 and	 stated,	 among	 other	 things,	
that:	
	

§ Cooperation	 among	 Mesoamerican	 countries	 is	 a	 fundamental	 tool	 to	 address	
common	 environmental	 problems	 and	 challenges	 in	 a	 comprehensive	 way	 for	
sustainable	development.	

	
§ The	Mesoamerican	 countries	must	 ensure	 their	 competitiveness	 in	 a	 sustainable	

way,	without	compromising	their	environmental,	social	and	cultural	growth.		
	
In	2009	Mexico’s	Secretariat	for	Environment	and	Natural	Resources	(Secretaría	de	Medio	
Ambiente	y	Recursos	Naturales	de	Mexico,	SEMARNAT),	CCAD’s	Executive	Secretariat	(SE-
CCAD)	 and	 the	Mesoamerica	 Project	 began	 coordinating	 and	 promoting	 an	 initiative	 to	

																																																								
1	Even	though	the	initial	elaboration	process	for	the	MSES	did	not	include	Colombia	and	the	Dominican	Republic	in	the	
Tuxtla	 Mechanism	 for	 Dialogue	 and	 Cooperation,	 both	 countries	 became	 full	 members	 to	 the	 Mechanism	 and	 the	
Mesoamerica	 Integration	 and	 Development	 Project	 upon	 signing	 the	 Guanacaste	 Declaration	 and	 Act	 that	
institutionalized	 the	 Mesoamerica	 Project,	 adopted	 by	 authorities	 from	 Belize,	 Colombia,	 Costa	 Rica,	 El	 Salvador,	
Guatemala,	Honduras,	Mexico,	Nicaragua,	Panama	and	the	Dominican	Republic	on	July	29,	2009.		
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create	a	committee	of	delegates	named	by	the	Ministers	to	improve	decision-making	and	
agree	on	a	path	to	implement	a	program	based	on	the	MSES.		
	
This	Committee,	made	up	of	the	“MSES	Ministerial	Representatives”	met	for	the	first	time	
in	Cuernavaca,	Morelos,	Mexico,	in	October	2009.	In	November	2009	Costa	Rica’s	Ministry	
of	 Environment,	 Energy	 and	 Telecommunications	 (Ministerio	 de	 Ambiente,	 Energía	 y	
Telecomunicaciones),	 the	SE-CCAD	and	 the	Mesoamerica	Project	 coordinated	an	ad	hoc	
group	meeting	with	the	MSES	Representatives.	The	purpose	of	the	meeting	was	to	follow-
up	 on	 whether	 the	 agreements	 and	 activities	 proposed	 in	 Cuernavaca	 had	 been	
completed	 and	 also	 make	 progress	 on	 the	 elaboration	 of	 this	 Action	 Plan	 in	 order	 to	
establish	priorities	to	present	to	the	region’s	Ministers	of	Environment.	
	
In	 February	2010	 the	 second	MSES	Ministerial	 Representatives	Committee	meeting	was	
held	with	support	 from	Panama’s	National	Environmental	Authority	 (Autoridad	Nacional	
de	Ambiente)	(as	the	Pro-Tempore	President	of	CCAD),	the	SE-CCAD	and	the	Mesoamerica	
Project.	 During	 that	 meeting	 countries	 identified	 projects	 within	 the	 strategic	 areas	 of	
cooperation	listed	in	this	document	and	that	could	be	implemented	during	the	period	of	
the	Action	Plan.	
	
Finally,	 the	 technical	 content	 of	 this	 proposal	 was	 presented	 to	 the	 Ministers	 of	
Environment	of	the	Mesoamerican	countries	at	meetings	held	in	March	2010	in	the	city	of	
Merida,	Yucatan,	and	in	April	2010	in	Panama	City.	Among	the	main	agreements	of	those	
meetings	 were	 the	 establishment	 of	 a	 Council	 of	 Ministers	 to	 strengthen	 the	 MSES’	
institutional	and	political	 foundations,	creating	a	Technical	Secretariat	 to	 include	the	SE-
CCAD	and	the	Mesoamerica	Project	and	the	approval	of	general	cooperation	actions	listed	
in	this	document.	
	
In	 follow-up	 to	 the	 mandate	 adopted	 by	 the	 region’s	 Heads	 of	 State	 at	 the	 XII	 Tuxtla	
Summit	 held	 in	 Cartagena,	 Colombia,	 in	 2010	 that	 “…urges	 the	 governments’	
environmental	authorities,	who	so	choose	and	as	possible,	to	review	and	make	progress	on	
the	agreements	related	to	the	MSES,”	the	countries	continued	to	work	on	developing	joint	
actions	within	the	broad,	structured	and	flexible	cooperation	framework	that	could	 lead	
to	 the	 improvement	 in	 living	 conditions	 of	 their	 people.	 This	 agreement	 led	 to	 actions,	
such	 as,	 developing	 technical	 cooperation	 projects	 and	 training	 under	 trilateral	
cooperation	mechanisms	with	other	international	organizations.		
	
In	order	to	achieve	the	approval	of	the	strategic	framework	in	the	short-term,	which	will	
help	 create	 projects	with	 specific	 objectives,	 goals,	 timeframes,	 responsible	 parties	 and	
resources	 required	 for	 the	 actions	 to	 be	 taken	 and	 that	will	 support	 technical,	 financial	
and	 material	 resource	 management;	 after	 meetings	 with	 environmental	 MSES	
representatives;	and	with	the	support	of	the	CCAD	Council	of	Ministers	and	environmental	
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authorities	 from	Colombia	and	Mexico;	 the	countries	had	an	opportunity	 to	elaborate	a	
new	Action	Plan	for	MSES	implementation	from	2013	to	2016.		
In	essence,	the	Action	Plan	conceptually	details	the	topics	approved	by	the	MSES	Council	
of	 Ministers	 and	 indicates	 that	 the	 MSES	 will	 continue	 to	 be	 the	 environmental	
cooperation	 platform,	 under	 the	 coordination	 of	 the	 region’s	Ministers	 of	 Environment	
and	with	the	active	participation	of	the	CCAD	and	the	Mesoamerica	Project.	
	
Therefore,	 this	 Plan	 is,	 like	 the	 MSES,	 the	 result	 of	 a	 consensual	 consultative	 process	
among	 the	 Mesoamerican	 countries	 and	 is	 the	 environmental	 agenda	 that	 identifies	
cooperation	actions	in	priority	areas	to	be	implemented	during	2013-2016.	
	
This	 Plan	 is	 not	 binding;	 as	 such,	 the	 participation	 of	 each	 country	 in	 the	 cooperation	
actions	 will	 depend	 upon	 each	 country’s	 interest,	 circumstances	 and	 current	 national	
legislation.	
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PURPOSE	
	
The	MSES	 Action	 Plan	was	 elaborated	 jointly	 by	 national	 environmental	 authorities	 from	
Belize,	Colombia,	Costa	Rica,	El	Salvador,	Guatemala,	Honduras,	Mexico,	Nicaragua,	Panama	
and	 the	 Dominican	 Republic,	 in	 compliance	 with	 the	 mandates	 stemming	 from	 the	
declarations	made	at	the	X	and	XI	Summits	of	Heads	of	State	for	the	Tuxtla	Mechanism	for	
Dialogue	and	Cooperation,2	within	 the	 framework	 of	 the	Mesoamerica	 Project	 and	with	
support	 from	CCAD	 to	 channel	 regional	 cooperation	based	on	priorities	 agreed	upon	 in	
the	MSES.	
	
Based	on	 these	MSES	priorities,	 this	 Plan	proposes	broad	and	ambitious	objectives	 that	
will	 contribute	 to	 achieving	 the	 Millennium	 Development	 Goals	 and	 meet	 the	
commitments	made	by	 the	 region’s	 countries	 in	 different	 international	 agreements	 and	
conventions.	
	
It	is	expected	that	the	Plan	will	cover	a	period	of	three	years	between	the	Summits	of	the	
Heads	of	State	for	the	Tuxtla	Mechanism	for	Dialogue	and	Cooperation	that	will	be	held	
between	2013	and	2016.	Regional	authorities	will	be	updated	periodically	on	the	progress	
made	in	implementation	of	the	Mesoamerica	Project’s	emblematic	projects.	The	selected	
period	 and	 the	 world’s	 economic	 restructuring	 create	 opportunities	 for	 our	 region	 in	
terms	of	environmental	management.	

																																																								
2	Villahermosa,	Mexico,	June	2008,	and	Guanacaste,	Costa	Rica,	July	2009.		
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PRINCIPLES	AND	FOUNDATION	
	
Cooperation	 for	environmental	 sustainability:	Multilateral	actions	 taken	by	countries	a)	
To	meet	Millennium	Development	 Goals	 and	 obtain	 public	 goods;	 b)	 Through	 projects,	
programs	and	processes	that	have	been	promoted	and	created	jointly;	c)	Listed	in	a	global	
agenda	that	includes	cross-cutting	and	long-term	issues;	d)	That	make	cooperation	and	aid	
from	 other	 countries	 and	 international	 organizations	 more	 coherent;	 e)	 And	 that	 align	
with	country	policies.	
	
Global	vision	about	territory:	Environmental	sustainability	cooperation	efforts	should	be	
made	regionally,	with	full	respect	for	each	country’s	sovereignty.	
	
Consensus:	Shared	criteria	are	used	to	define,	prioritize	and	select	the	particular	issues	to	
be	addressed	through	cooperation.	
	
Approach	and	synergy:	Cooperation	results	will	have	the	most	impact	if	common	actions	
focus	 on	 a	 limited	 number	 of	 issues,	 considering	 cross-cutting	 issues,	 possibilities	 for	
success	and	different	institutional	coordination	that	could	be	involved.	
	
Alignment:	Cooperation	is	based	on	a)	National	strategies,	institutions	and	procedures;	b)	
Common	priorities	 recognized	 in	 the	MSES;	 c)	Regional	policies	and	agreements;	 and	d)	
Signed	international	agreements	recognized	by	the	Mesoamerican	countries.	
	
Ownership:	Cooperation	means	that	countries	exercise	authority	over	their	development	
policies.	
	
Harmonization:	 Cooperation	 centers	 on	 implementation	 of	 common	 regulations	 and	
procedures	that	promote	simplification,	transparency	and	efficiency.	
	
Complementary	 actions:	 Cooperation	 seeks	 an	 efficient	 division	 of	 labor	 that	 avoids	
fragmentation	and	takes	full	advantage	of	comparative	advantages	within	a	sector,	nation	
or	region.	
	
Social	participation	and	building	citizens:	Cooperation	seeks	the	involvement	of	different	
social	actors	to	implement	and	evaluate	actions	taken.	
	
Responsibility:	 Recognizing	 common	 but	 differentiated	 responsibility	 both	 for	
Mesoamerican	 countries	 as	 well	 as	 their	 relationships	 with	 other	 countries	 or	
international	institutions.	
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Equity:	 Cooperation	 seeks	 social,	 economic	 and	 cultural	 equity	 among	 people,	 native	
communities,	people	of	African	descent	and	the	countries	of	Mesoamerica.	
	
Holistic	vision	of	environmental	sustainability:	Sustainable	development	means	a	state	of	
equilibrium	 in	which	nature	can	continue	 to	offer	environmental	 resources	and	 services	
that	 society	 needs	 (habitat,	 food,	 health,	 energy,	 goods)	 in	 a	 sustainable	 way.	 This	
development	 implies	 preventing	 that	 nature	 threatens	 communities	 or	 that	 social	
development	threatens	ecosystems.	
	
Ecosystem	approach:	 Includes	12	action	principles	based	on	the	concepts	of	sustainable	
development,	 ecosystem	management	 and	 biodiversity	 conservation,	which	 are	 applied	
flexibly	according	to	the	context.	 	
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OBJECTIVES	
	
General	Objective	
	
Implement	the	MSES	with	consensus	from	the	countries	in	the	region	through	cooperative	
actions	that	contribute	to	the	sustainable	development	of	Mesoamerica.	
	
Specific	Objectives:	
	
1. Reverse	 the	 historic	 process	 of	 reducing,	 fragmenting	 and	 degrading	 ecosystems	 to	

maintain	their	functionality	and	potential	flow	of	goods	and	services.	
	

2. Facilitate	and	increase	adaptation	skills	sustainably	and	reduce	ecosystem	vulnerability	
due	to	climate	change	in	Mesoamerica.	

	
3. Strengthen	 skills	 to	 adopt	 environmental	 management	 instruments,	 promote	

sustainable	 and	 eco-efficient	 production	 and	 consumption	 and	 mitigate	 climate	
change	 voluntarily,	 prioritizing	 the	 adoption	 of	 renewable	 energy,	 transportation	
options	and	sustainable	productive	practices.	
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REGIONAL	COOPERATION	ACTIONS	WITHIN	THE	MSES	FRAMEWORK	
	
Cooperation	 actions,	 understood	 as	 areas	 for	 dialogue	 and	 capacity-building	within	 the	
Action	 Plan	 and	 based	 on	 strategic	 areas	 and	 lines	 of	 action	 identified	 in	 the	 MSES,	
respond	 to	 regional	 priorities	 in	 the	 medium	 and	 long-terms	 that	 directly	 influence	
sustainable	 development	 and	 the	 desire	 for	 a	 better	 quality	 of	 life	 for	 the	 region’s	
population.		
	
These	 actions	 are	 based	 on	 a	 need	 to	 increase	 and	 improve	 capacity	 to	 respond	
throughout	 the	 Mesoamerican	 region,	 through	 different	 coordination	 mechanisms	 and	
institutional	 and	 joint	 cooperation,	 as	 well	 as	 through	 the	 use	 of	 current	 mechanisms	
between	 countries	 in	 the	 region,	 as	 long	 as	 the	 coordinated	 actions	 are	 focused	 on	
commonly	defined	priorities.	
	
These	 actions	 require	 political	 will	 for	 effective	 coordination	 in	 terms	 of	 technical	 and	
financial	cooperation	to	implement	the	MSES	in	the	short,	medium	and	long-terms	with	a	
comprehensive	and	programmatic	vision	that	includes	cross-cutting	issues.	
	
The	countries’	analysis	and	consensus	 led	to	the	selection	of	12	permanent	cooperation	
actions.	 In	 particular,	 they	 emphasized	 actions	 to	 support	 ecosystems	 and	 their	
connectivity	 in	 the	area	of	biodiversity	and	 forests;	 adaptation	and	voluntary	mitigation	
actions	appropriate	to	each	country’s	reality	in	the	area	of	climate	change;	and	capacity-
building	 with	 environmental	 authorities	 and	 local	 actors	 in	 the	 area	 of	 environmental	
competitiveness.	 It	 is	 important	 to	note	 that	each	country	will	participate	depending	on	
their	interests,	positions	and	national	legislation.	These	actions	are	listed	as	follows:	
	
BIODIVERSITY	AND	FORESTS		

§ Strengthen	the	Mesoamerican	Biological	Corridor	(MBC)	and	coordination	among	
the	region’s	biological	corridors.	

§ Regional	system	of	protected	areas	and	connectivity.	
§ Network	of	experts	in	comprehensive	watershed	management	
§ Mesoamerican	system	for	the	economic	and	social	evaluation	of	ecosystems.	

	
CLIMATE	CHANGE	

§ Program	 for	 climate	 change	 adaption	 of	 communities,	 productive	 systems	 and	
ecosystems.	

§ Network	 of	 local	 climate	 change	 action	 plans	 (PLACC,	 for	 its	 name	 in	 Spanish),	
based	on	SICA	obligations	(San	Pedro	Sula	2008	guidelines).		

§ Mesoamerican	 network	 for	 capacity-building	 in	 forest	 conservation	 and	 forest	
ecosystem	services.	
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§ Mesoamerican	 program	 for	 the	 conservation	 and	 sustainable	 use	 of	marine	 and	
coastal	resources.	

	
SUSTAINABLE	COMPETITIVENESS	

§ Network	of	experts	in	comprehensive	waste	management.	
§ Program	 for	 national	 environmental	 management	 capacity-building,	 to	 decrease	

asymmetries	and	follow-up	on	regulatory	compliance.	
§ Framework	to	implement	eco-competitive	best	practices	that	promote	sustainable	

production	and	consumption.	
§ Program	 to	 develop	 control	 instruments	 and	 mechanisms	 to	 minimize	 regional	

environmental	 impacts.
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AREA	1:	BIODIVERSITY	AND	FORESTS	
	
Specific	
objective	

Reverse	 the	 historic	 process	 of	 reducing,	 fragmenting	 and	 degrading	
ecosystems	 to	maintain	 their	 functionality	and	potential	 flow	of	goods	
and	services.	

Cooperation	action	1:	
Strengthen	the	Mesoamerican	Biological	Corridor	(MBC)	and	coordination	among	
the	region’s	biological	corridors	
Vision	
	

The	region’s	countries	cooperate	efficiently	to	maintain	the	socio-
economic	systems	of	connectivity	areas,	landscapes	and	zones	with	
high	 value	 to	 provide	 functioning	 ecosystem	 services,	 whether	
land,	 coastal	 or	 marine	 habitats	 that	 form	 part	 of	 the	
Mesoamerican	Biological	Corridor	(MBC).		

Regional	benefits	 The	MBC	has	been	redesigned	as	a	land	management	platform	to	
prioritize	consolidated	public	policies	 that	 set	 forth,	promote	and	
strengthen	 capacity,	 as	well	 as	 the	 supply	 and	 demand	 of	 goods	
and	services	within	the	framework	of	sustainable	management	so	
as	to	supply	the	regional	and	global	market	with	a	unique	identity	
recognized	around	the	world.	

MSES	value	added	 Having	 a	 MBC	 planning	 framework	 will	 enable	 different	 land	
management	 efforts	 in	 the	 MBC	 to	 come	 together	 to	 share	
development	strategies	and	achieve	synergy	through	inclusive	and	
participatory	processes	among	key	development	actors.	

Cooperation	action	2:	
Regional	system	of	protected	areas	and	connectivity	
Vision	 Protect	 and	 conserve	 different	 biodiversity	 elements	 in	 the	

Mesoamerican	 region	 through	 cooperation	 in	 community	 co-
management,	 especially	 with	 indigenous	 communities,	 in	
countries	 with	 allowable	 legislation	 so	 as	 to	 consolidate	 the	
regional	 system	 of	 protected	 areas	 (PA)	 and	 other	 conservation	
mechanisms,	 such	 as	 private	 wildlife	 reserves	 and	 municipal	
ecological	parks,	whose	main	purpose	is	biological	connectivity. 

Regional	benefits The	 regional	 system	 of	 protected	 areas	 will	 allow	 for	 the	
exchange	of	 information	that	will	 lead	to	better	decision-making	
and	 implementation	 of	 public	 policies	 and	 actions	 to	 conserve	
and	protect	the	region’s	ecosystems.	

MSES	value	added	 The	region	is	one	of	the	world’s	areas	with	the	greatest	amounts	
of	 biological	 diversity;	 therefore,	 joint	 cooperation	 will	 allow	
countries	 to	 face	 challenges	 to	 their	 ecosystems,	 including	 their	
vulnerability	 to	 the	 effects	 of	 climate	 change.	 This	 cooperation	
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will	also	allow	for	joint	fundraising	and	requests	for	international	
aid	 to	 establish	 and	 operate	 Mesoamerica’s	 regional	 system	 of	
protected	 areas,	 taking	 advantage	 of	 opportunities,	 such	 as	
alternative	 ecosystem	 protection	 and	 use	 mechanisms	 and	
carbon	markets.	

Cooperation	action	3:		
Network	of	experts	in	comprehensive	watershed	management		
Vision	 Transfer	 knowledge	 and	 strengthen	 institutional	 capacity	 of	 the	

Mesoamerican	 countries	 in	 comprehensive	 watershed	
management	to	define	related	regulatory	instruments.	

Regional	benefits	 The	 region	 has	 models	 to	 design	 public	 policies	 for	 different	
sectors	within	the	framework	of	environmental	sustainability.	

MSES	value	added	 Mesoamerican	 countries	 provide	 experts	 to	 present	 successful	
experiences	and	support	the	construction	of	national	and	regional	
regulatory	 and	 technical	 frameworks	 in	 comprehensive	
watershed	management.		

Cooperation	action	4:	
Mesoamerican	system	for	the	economic	and	social	evaluation	of	ecosystems	
Vision	 Strengthen	 the	 relationship	 among	 biodiversity,	 human	 well-

being	 and	 the	 region’s	 socio-economic	 development	 to	 receive	
returns	on	investments	made	in	nature	resources.	

Regional	benefits	
	

Strengthen	 information	 use	 and	 analysis	 to	 complete	 social	
evaluations	of	ecosystems.	

MSES	value	added	 A	 single	methodology	makes	 the	 learning,	 training,	 elaboration,	
planning	and	evaluation	processes	more	cost-effective,	as	well	as	
facilitates	access	to	international	financing.	

	
	
AREA	2:	CLIMATE	CHANGE	
	
Strategic	
objective	

Facilitate	 and	 increase	 adaptation	 skills	 sustainably	 and	 reduce	
ecosystem	vulnerability	due	to	climate	change	in	Mesoamerica.	

Cooperation	action	5:	
Program	for	climate	change	adaptation	of	communities,	productive	systems	and	
ecosystems	
Vision	 Countries	in	the	region	develop	effective	programs	and	measures	

to	 reduce	 climate	 change	 vulnerability	 and	 adapt	 to	 climate	
change	 in	 communities,	 productive	 sectors,	 infrastructure	 and	
ecosystems.	

Regional	benefits	 Countries	 in	 the	 region	 reduce	 their	 vulnerability	 and	 adapt	 to	
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face	the	impacts	of	climate	change.	

MSES	value	added	 The	 possibility	 of	 creating	 joint	 actions	 or	 coordinating	 could	
provide	 advantages	 to	 horizontal	 cooperation	 and	 lead	 to	
international	aid	resources	at	a	regional	level.	

Cooperation	action	6:	
Network	of	 local	 climate	 change	action	plans	 (PLACC	 in	Spanish)	based	on	SICA	
obligations	(San	Pedro	Sula	2008	guidelines)	
Vision	 Countries	 in	 the	 region	 reduce	 their	 vulnerability	 and	 improve	

their	 chances	 of	 adaptation	 to	 the	 effects	 of	 climate	 change	 by	
implementing	 priority	 public	 policies	 on	 adaptation	 and	 joint	
actions	with	all	citizens,	especially	women,	youth	and	indigenous	
peoples,	 as	 well	 as	 other	 vulnerable	 populations,	 with	 a	 main	
focus	on	climate	change	and	actions	that	reduce	poverty,	lead	to	
sustainable	 development	 and	 contribute	 voluntarily	 to	 the	
mitigation	of	greenhouse	gas	emissions.		
	
This	 plans	 could	 use	 Central	 America’s	 Regional	 Climate	 Change	
Strategy,	which	was	approved	in	2010,	as	a	point	of	reference.	

Regional	benefits	 Integrate	sufficient	and	necessary	actions	 to	 identify,	 implement	
and	develop	the	following	locally:	i)	vulnerable	areas	and	sectors;	
ii)	 options	 for	 adaptation	 to	 climate	 change	 at	 the	 regional	 or	
national	 level,	 and	 iii)	 voluntary	 options	 to	mitigate	 greenhouse	
gases	(GHG).		

MSES	value	added	 Considering	 as	 references	 poverty	 reduction,	 sustainable	
development	and	“economies	of	scale,”	the	PLACC	designed	using	
similar	 methodologies	 make	 the	 planning	 and	 elaboration	
processes	 more	 cost-effective,	 as	 well	 as	 facilitate	 access	 to	
international	financing.	

Cooperation	area	7:	
Mesoamerican	 network	 for	 capacity-building	 in	 forest	 conservation	 and	 forest	
ecosystem	services	
Vision	 Mesoamerican	 countries	 combine	 cooperation	 efforts	 to	

strengthen	 the	 region’s	 technical	 capacity	 to	 conserve	 forests,	
their	functions	and	their	ecosystem	benefits.		

Regional	benefits	 The	 region	 has	 the	 potential	 to	 receive	 additional	 resources	
without	 necessarily	 committing	 to	 market	 mechanisms	 through	
forest	 conservation	 and	 recovery	 of	 degradated	 areas	 with	
resources	coming	from	the	strategy	for	Reducing	Emissions	from	
Deforestation	 and	 Forest	 Degradation	 (REDD),	 if	 approved	 as	 a	
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financing	 mechanism	 under	 the	 United	 Nations	 Framework	
Convention	 on	 Climate	 Change,	 	 in	 which	 each	 country	 has	 the	
sovereign	 right	 to	 define	 its	 own	 methodologies	 and	 strategies	
while	 recognizing	 the	 benefits	 that	 these	 ecosystems	 have	 as	
mechanisms	to	adapt	and	contribute	to	mitigation.	

MSES	value	added	 The	 development	 of	 similar	 methodologies	 makes	 the	 process	
more	 cost-effective	 and	 facilitates	 access	 to	 international	
financing.	

Cooperation	action	8:	
Mesoamerican	program	for	the	conservation	and	sustainable	use	of	marine	and	
coastal	resources	
Vision	 Support	 countries	 in	 the	 region	 to	 promote	 and	 implement	 a	

regional	strategy	to	protect,	conserve	and	develop	coastal	marine	
areas	in	a	comprehensive	way	through	activities	and	actions	that	
promote	 conservation	 and	 sustainable	 use	 of	 marine/coastal	
resources,	 especially	 those	 that	 improve	 the	 quality	 of	 life	 of	
coastal	populations.	

Regional	benefits	 An	 initiative	 to	 facilitate	better	protection	of	marine	and	coastal	
ecosystems	 in	 the	 region,	 as	 unique	 and	 vulnerable	 spaces,	 is	
considered	 necessary.	 This	 initiative	 supports	 countries	 to	
strengthen	 and	 coordinate	 national	 policies	 and	 strategies,	
regulations	 and	 institutional	 obligations	 created	 for	 the	
conservation	and	sustainable	use	of	these	public	goods	of	global	
importance.	

MSES	value	added	 Comprehensive	 management	 of	 marine/coastal	 areas	 is	 a	 huge	
challenge	 due	 to	 territorial	 expansion	 and	 complexity.	
Commitments	 to	 sustainable	 development	 across	 generations	
represent	a	cross-cutting	task	for	different	governmental	and	civil	
society	 organizations	 in	 Mesoamerica	 that	 are	 involved	 in	 the	
sustainable	 use	 and	 management	 of	 marine/coastal	 areas	 and	
associate	 resources.	 This	 comprehensive	 approach	 for	 the	
conservation	 and	management	 of	 coastal/marine	 areas	 includes	
other	 aspects,	 such	 as	 forests,	 agriculture,	 hydrobiology,	 as	well	
as	tourism	and	cultural	 issues,	bringing	together	efforts	to	reach	
common	 objectives	 and	 play	 a	 role	 as	 a	 dynamic	 and	 modern	
development	approach.	

	
	

AREA	3:	SUSTAINABLE	COMPETITIVENESS	
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Strategic	
Objective	

Strengthen	 skills	 to	 adopt	 environmental	 management	 instruments,	
promote	sustainable	and	eco-efficient	production	and	consumption	and	
mitigate	 climate	 change	 voluntarily,	 prioritizing	 the	 adoption	 of	
renewable	 energy,	 transportation	 options	 and	 sustainable	 productive	
practices.		

Cooperation	action	9:	
Network	of	experts	in	comprehensive	waste	management	
Vision	 Countries	 in	 the	Mesoamerican	 region	 agree	 to	 reduce	 sanitary	

and	 environmental	 risks	 through	 comprehensive	 waste	
management.	

Regional	benefits	 Countries	 should	 systematically	 approach	 waste	 management,	
including	reducing	sources	of	waste,	reuse,	valorization,	recycling,	
composting,	 energy	 recovery	 and	 disposal	 to	 conserve	 and	
recover	 resources	 and	 dispose	 of	 solid	 waste	 in	 a	 way	 that	
protects	human	health	and	the	environment.	

MSES	value	added	 Established	 methodologies	 can	 help	 create	 regional	 evaluation	
standards	 to	 protect	 human	 health	 or	 that	 of	 other	 ecosystem	
organisms	and	can	include	different	characteristics	of	the	region’s	
diversity.	

Cooperation	action	10:	
Program	for	national	environmental	management	capacity-building,	to	decrease	
asymmetries	and	follow-up	on	regulatory	compliance	
Vision	1	
	

Countries	 build	 capacity	 to	 implement	 National	 Pollution	
Emissions	and	Transfer	Registries.	

Regional	benefits	 Have	 national	 registries	 that	 allow	 for	 comparisons	 among	
national	databases	from	different	countries	in	the	Mesoamerican	
region	 and	 increase	 interest	 in	 issues	 related	 to	 health	 and	 the	
environment	 associated	 with	 toxic	 chemical	 products	 and	
industry	in	the	region.		

MSES	value	added	 Experience	 gained	by	 some	 countries	 in	 the	 region	on	 the	 topic	
allows	 the	 others	 to	 establish	 better	 implementation	
methodologies	for	the	PRTR,	as	well	as	exchange	information	on	
substances,	sources	and	sectors.	

Vision	2	 Build	 capacity	 to	 elaborate	 and	 update	 atmospheric	 emissions	
inventories.	

Regional	benefits	 Know	 the	 contributions	 of	 different	 air	 pollution	 sources	 to	
emissions	 in	 the	 countries	 and	 their	 relationship	 with	 other	
countries	in	the	same	region.	

MSES	value	added	 Have	comparable	and	compatible	methodologies	and	inventories	
in	Mesoamerica.	This	will	allow	the	region	to	design	regional	air	
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quality	management	strategies.		
Cooperation	action	11:	
Framework	 to	 implement	 eco-competitive	 best	 practices	 that	 promote	
sustainable	production	and	consumption	
Vision	 Countries	 in	 the	 region	 modify	 their	 consumption	 patterns,	

increase	 eco-efficiency	 through	 incentives,	 improve	 productive	
processes	 and	 share	 best	 practices	 with	 companies	 and	 the	
general	 public	 in	 a	 gradual,	 sustainable,	 responsible	 and	
transparent	way	that	considers	social	equity.	

Regional	benefits	 Position	 the	 region	 as	 a	 provider	 of	 green	 goods	 and	 services,	
diversifying	those	that	have	export	potential.	

MSES	value	added	 Definition	 of	 environmental	 standards	 for	 the	 categories	 and	
products	to	be	selected	in	the	region.	

Cooperation	action	12:	
Program	 to	 develop	 control	 instruments	 and	mechanisms	 to	minimize	 regional	
environmental	impacts	
Vision	 Mesoamerican	 countries	 strengthen	 environmental	 regulations	

and	evaluation	and	monitoring	 instruments,	within	a	 framework	
of	 sustainable	 development,	 to	 identify,	 value,	 mitigate	 and	
correct	for	potential	environmental	impacts	in	the	region	and	the	
quality	 of	 life	 of	 people	 living	 in	 the	 respective	 area	 of	
intervention	or	influence.	

Regional	benefits	 Have	 a	 regional	 environmental	 monitoring	 network	 to	 develop	
sector	projects.		

MSES	value	added	 Countries	 from	 the	 Mesoamerican	 region	 provide	 legal	 and	
technical	 experts	 to	 share	 information	 about	 the	 regulatory	
framework	 and	 present	 success	 stories,	 as	 well	 as	 support	 the	
creation	 of	 a	 program	 and	 a	 regional	 network	 to	 evaluate	 and	
monitor	socio-environmental	impacts	in	different	sectors.	

	
Again,	 all	 participation	 in	 the	MSES’	 2013-2016	 Action	 Plan	 is	 subject	 to	 the	 interests,	
circumstances	and	legislation	of	each	country	forming	part	of	the	Strategy.	
	
	


